
Missing

We had a talk with Neil this morning and he discussed with us the fact that there is a clear split forming in the company with the approach to the work and the commitment displayed. It was helpful to hear this because then the people who have a problem committing to the work are aware it has been noticed and can do something about it.

We then watched the film Missing Directed by Costa-Gavras.

We had a discussion after the film, about certain parts that stood out, phrases or images. 

Also about how seeing a film like that made it that much more real, because you could see the stadium, see the dead bodies and see how the Americans tried to cover it up.

What struck us about this film are the huge subject it is covering and the choices that were made by the writer, director and actors to find the human story inside it.

The performances in this film were outstanding, with the risk taken by the actors really paying off. I would want to watch the film purely for the performance value next times because I think I could learn a lot.

We then looked at a play called widows, by Ariel Dorfman. He was a Chilean; an Allende supported who was arrested at the time of the coup. He managed to escape and was exiled to France. He wanted to write a play about Chile and the events that went on there. As this was a short time after the coup, he pretended the play had been written 50years before hand and was set in a Greek village. Ariel was writing under a false name and found a publisher in Chile who was willing to try and get his play shown, however at the last minute the publisher pulled out because the risk was too high.

We were split into three mini companies of women (and a company of men), given a list of characters, their ages and relationships between one another and two scenes that we were to look at over lunch. Once back from lunch we were to perform these scenes to the rest of the company. It was so the directors could see the choices we would make about our character and how deeply we would go into the script. 

The boys got split into pairs and given a scene to look at. When showing them the women would do scene one, then the men and then back to the woman.

Director’s Notes:
Clarity, Energy and Pace needs to be present at all times




You need to look at the punctuation within the script



If there is a pause in the script you need to earn it

It is the other actors’ job to interrupt you so make sure you know how the line finishes.

Choices are secondary, when you first get a script you should concentrate on the words rather than the actions

You are not listening to what you’re saying

Women:

You are all too nice to each other, get some weight into them



You need to make them a lot more common



I didn’t see a Sofia, you need to take the risk.

For Sofia you need to think about the tone of voice, the way she sits and the punctuation in her line.

Men:

Huge holes in the script



You weren’t picking up on cues



You need to make the status of the characters clear
Views and Feelings
I thought our group worked really well together, we didn’t argue about the parts and we had a go at reading all of them. 

We struggled on the pace to begin with but the more we practised the easier it got. However I found it quite difficult to hear what people were saying, even if they were just across the circle from me, there was no projection.

After about 5 read-throughs a lot of people in our group lost the focus and it seemed like there was no point in bothering anymore. I think because we were all reading different parts, it didn’t give us enough time to concentrate on the characters we ended up playing, so we didn’t find the relationship between them, or concentrate on the tone of voice etc and this showed. 

Although, saying that, when we did perform it, I think it came together quite well, and we weren’t waiting for cues, or there were huge gaps in the script.

When watching the other groups, I wasn’t really drawn to one particular scene. I thought Jamie was the best Sofia, by far and she really took a risk that paid off. 

However in the boy’s script I found it to be slow, with lots of gaps in the script. There was no pace to it and that made me stop listening to it all. 

Self assessment

When looking through the script I was immediately drawn to the character of Sofia, we got told she was old, but I didn’t think about that at the time. I liked her lines, and I thought I could become quite bitter about them.

I really struggled with trying to sit like her, or the tone of voice to use, I couldn’t for the life of me think how an old woman would kneel down, because you don’t see it that often. 

The more I explored the connection with this character the more difficult I found it to understand this old women and her background. I could only try and empathise with her.

I felt I didn’t take a risk in this character and stuck within my comfort zone which I am annoyed at my self for.

I think my speech is becoming clearer and in my head I am not rushing it, although I know this is a problem I have. 

I noticed that when we were performing, one of the actors sat directly behind me, and didn’t think about blocking or anything like that so I tried to move out their way, without making it obvious. However I was meant to be an old woman who didn’t move from that spot, and it made me snap out of the character I was trying to be.

Tasks

Go home and try to get into the character of Sofia, how she would sit and talk. Look at the punctuation in the script and work out what attitude you have when you say each line. 
